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JU RIS DIC TIONAL NEWS

Ar kan sas

The Na tional Con fer ence on Weights and Meas ures,
held in Bur ling ton, Ver mont this past July, was at tended
by Mike Hile and Bill Sul li vant. A lot was ac com plished
dur ing the week, es pe cially in the area of NTEP man age -
ment.  We are for tu nate to have one of our ca pa ble
SWMA mem bers as a Chair man of the NCWM this year.
Con gratu la tions to Wes Diggs from the Com mon wealth
of Vir ginia!  The SWMA and NCWM will be well rep re -
sented in the com ing years.

Dur ing the week of August 15, Tim Chesser, Labo ra -
tory Su per vi sor, at tended the NTEP Train ing Course
hosted by Nist.  Tim con ducted a train ing class for the
Bu reau of Stan dards per son nel in No vem ber.  Af ter hold -
ing a pub li c hear ing in De cem ber, we adopted the regu la -
tions con tained in NIST Hand book 130.  The new
regu la tions are sched uled to take ef fect in Feb ru ary of
2000.

We have had sev eral new ad di tions to our field staff.
They in clude Larry Wor nock and Paul Hender son who
are work ing in the large- scale tersting pro gram and Lew
Chris tie who was hired as an L.P. Gas Tech ni cian.  David
Guest, Pe tro leum Prod ucts Test Tech ni cian , a new em -
ployee, is in train ing on the mo bile test ing labo ra tory.
Tiffny Stewart was re cently pro moted to Ad min is tra tive
As sis tant, af ter work ing in the Pe tro leum Di vi sion for
sev eral months.  Tiffny has made the tran si tion re marka -
bly well and is a big as set to the Bu reau.  Ad di tion ally,
Su san Fu gatt re cently joined our ad min is tra tive staff in
the sec re tar ial po si tion.  They are all do ing a great job.

Mike Hile, Bill Sul li vant, Tim Chesser, and Frank Fra -
zier at tended the SWMA An nual von fer ence in Mo bile,

Ala bama

The first of November, Alabama Weights and Mea-
sures took possession of a new heavy duty weight truck. 
This truck will be used in the South east ern por tion of the
state.  Plans are to pur chase an other truck this fis cal year.

It has been a long time since Ala bama had regu lar
train ing schools for its field staff and in dus try.  We are
hop ing to get started again be gin ning with Tom Sta bler
teach ing a school on scale test ing  dur ing the week of
Janu ary 31.

We still have some Con fer ence Cook books avail able. 
If you are in ter ested in pur chas ing a copy of "A Taste for
All Sea sons", call Mar ilyn Mitchell at (334) 240-7134 or
sent $5 per copy to Weights and Measures, P. O. Box
3336, Montgomery, AL  36109-0336.

Ala bama.  We ap pre ci ate all the hard work Stead man and
the Ala bama staff did in or der to make this year's meet ing
a suc cess.

With the holi day sea son ap proach ing, and as we en ter a 
new Mil len nium, let us pause to give thanks to our crea tor 
for all our bless ings.  I wish each of you and your fami lies
a joy ous holi day sea son and a happy and pros per ous new
year.

Dela ware

In spec tor Wil liam Lage mann of the Dela ware Weights
and Meas ure staff has been named 1999 Fire Po lice man
of the Year for the State of Dela ware.  Bill's dedi ca tion to
the fire serv ice has spanned many years and we con gratu -
late him on this well de served award.  Bill was in stalled as 
the Kent County Presi dent of that or gani za tion in De cem -
ber 1999.

The Weights and Meas ure sec tion pur chased a new
100- gallon fuel oil prover from Seraphin Test Meas ure
Com pany in early Oc to ber.  This prover is the first re -
place ment for the an ti quated equip ment that has been in
serv ice since 1964.   Three ad di tional prov ers have been
re quested in our fis cal 2001 budget.

We have also taken de liv ery of a new 1999 Dodge Ram
one ton pickup.  This ve hi cle is equipped with dual rear
wheels, a con trac tor's cap with a tool box on the pas sen ger 
side and two ac cess doors on the driver's side, a rub ber
bed mat, and a trailer hitch.  In spec tor Nick er son will be
us ing this ve hi cle to de ter mine its suit abil ity as an in spec -
tor's work truck.  All in di ca tion is that this set- up will be a
vast im prove ment over the cur rently used vans.

Fuel Pro, a lo cal oil com pany, (An gela La France,
owner) was con victed on two vio la tions of Dela ware
Weights and Meas ures code 5128 & 5134.   They were
fined $600.00, court costs and vic tims com pen sa tion.
Ms. La France re ceived 1- year pro ba tion and agreed to re -
frain from op er at ing an oil de liv ery busi ness in vio la tion
of any Fed eral or State law or regu la tion.

Pep Boys #63 plead no con test of one charge of the
Dela ware Weights and Meas ures law per tain ing to price
veri fi ca tion and paid a fine of $90.00.

The fol low ing are short weight pack ag ing vio la tions:

Su per Value #9014 plead guilty to two vio la tions of
Dela ware Weights and Meas ures law and paid a fine of
$180.00.

Shop Rite #538 plead guilty to two vio la tions of Dela -
ware Weights and Meas ures law and paid a fine of
$652.00.
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Flor ida

The Bu reau of Weights and Meas ures just com pleted a
Holi day Sales Price Veri fi ca tion sweep through out the
state.  Dur ing the week of De cem ber 6, a to tal of 83 stores 
were tested us ing a strati fied sam pling pro ce dure that se -
lected 25 sale items and 25 regu larly priced items at each
store.  Of the 83 stores tested, 15 failed to meet the 98%
ac cu racy stan dard.  Of those 15, there were 10 that failed
for ex ces sive un der charges and 5 that failed for ex ces sive 
over charges. Over all, 2.8% of the sale items scanned in -
cor rectly and 2.9% of the regu larly priced items were in
er ror.  Two- thirds of the over all er rors were in the cus -
tom ers’ fa vor, while the larg est of the over charges was
$69.01 on a dress that was on sale.

Sen ior Me trolo gist Barry Smith trans ferred back to the 
field in spec tion pro gram.  His ex pe ri ence and knowl edge 
of weigh ing and meas ur ing prin ci ples has been a great
bene fit in the field test ing ac tivi ties.  In Sep tem ber, we
were able to hire Me trolo gist Davis Terry to fill the va -
cancy cre ated by Bar ry’s trans fer.  We plan for Davis to
at tend the Ba sic Me trol ogy Course at NIST as soon as
pos si ble.

Sen ior Me trolo gist Mike Cook, Me trolo gist Paul Gen -
try, and Lab Tech ni cian Greg Be soiu were awarded an
Out stand ing Achieve ment Award for Safety by Com mis -
sioner Bob Craw ford at the De part ment’s An nual
Awards Lunch eon in De cem ber.  The award was for their
work in de vel op ing and fab ri cat ing a weight han dling
sys tem for the cali bra tion of 25 - 100 lb. cast iron
weights.  The new sys tem, which util izes roll ers, a car ou -
sel ta ble and a ro tat ing pneu matic lift ing cyl in der re duces 
the amount of lift ing re quired in the pro cess by up to 50% 
and re duces the chances of in ju ries due to heavy lift ing
and awk ward mov ing while lift ing.  The em ploy ees re -
ceived a com memo ra tive plaque as well as a cash award.

Field in spec tion ac tivi ties for the past three months
have in cluded a fo cused ef fort to make sure all taxi me ters 
are in spected and in com pli ance.  Many new, smaller cab
com pa nies are open ing in ru ral com mu ni ties and coun -
ties and are not al ways aware of laws gov ern ing com mer -
cial de vices. Some of these cit ies and coun ties have no
taxi or di nances, and the only over sight or regu la tion of
tax ies are the in spec tions and tests of the me ters per -
formed by our in spec tors.  Ear lier in 1999, two cit ies in
which we had per formed taxi me ter in spec tions for years
as sumed the me ter test ing re spon si bili ties with our as sis -
tance. In most cases, lo cal con trol and regu la tion of taxi -
me ters is more ef fec tive and fits well with lo cal taxi cab
safety and li cens ing pro grams al ready in place.

The Bu reau of Pe tro leum In spec tion has be gun a pro -
gram of sur vey ing an ti freeze dis pen sa tion meth ods at
mo tor ve hi cle re pair shops.  Of par ticu lar in ter est is the
use of re cy cled an ti freeze. Ini tial sam pling of these types
of an ti freeze at ra dia tor re pair shops in di cates that much
of the re cy cled prod uct fails to meet the stan dards es tab -
lished by state stat ute.  

Ad di tion ally,  Pe tro leum field in spec tors have been
con duct ing or par tici pat ing in un der cover pur chases and
in ves ti ga tions through out the state in moni tor ing mo tor
fuel dis pens ers.

We again thank Stead man Hol lis and his staff for the
hos pi tal ity and the ex cel lent meet ing they hosted in Mo -
bile.  We of fer a spe cial thanks for the work they put in to
pub lish the SWMA Cook book. 

We hope eve ry one had a safe and happy Holi day Sea -
son.  Max Gray and Steve Had der plan to at tend the In -
terim Meet ings in Janu ary and look for ward to see ing
eve ry one.

Lou isi ana

Ron ald Har rell and staff would like to be gin by wish ing 
eve ry one a happy and pros per ous new year as we en ter
into the new mil len nium.

We would also like to com pli ment Stead man and his
crew for a fan tas tic South ern con fer ence in Mo bile. Ron -
nie Har rell and Ar chie Lam bert at tended from our State
and felt that it was a pro duc tive and in for ma tive con fer -
ence, while the at mos phere was truly “South ern” style.
Thank you Stead man! 

We have been work ing dili gently on Price Veri fi ca tion
and Pack age in spec tions dur ing the last few months.  The
Price Veri fi ca tion ap proval verses re jec tions is run ning at
83.33% to 16.67%, with the per cent age of over charges
be ing 31.33%, un der charges 39.42% and PND's be ing
29.25%. Our pack age pro gram cur rently has an ap proval
rate of 88%.
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Mary land

• On De cem ber 16, 1999, we had a staff meet ing at our
fa cil ity in An na po lis, com plete with a cook- out for
lunch.  Lou Straub, Will Wotthlie and Dick Shock ley
did an out stand ing job cook ing chicken, sau sage, hot
dogs, ham burg ers and elk burgers on the grill.  Mary land 
Dept. of Ag ri cul ture Asst. Sec re tary, Mr. Hag ner Mis ter 
at tended the meet ing and pre sented cer tifi cates of
ap pre cia tion to in spec tors who in spected the high est
number of de vices, and had the high est over all
pro duc tion rat ing dur ing the last six months.

• Chief Lou Straub and Pro gram Man ag ers Will Wotthlie, 
An drea Buie- Branam, and Bob Eaves are go ing to
at tend the in terim meet ing of the 85th NCWM held in
Be thesda, MD dur ing Janu ary 19-23, 2000.

• Mr. Rich ard F. Kay ser, Di rec tor, Tech nol ogy Serv ices,
and Mr. Tom Gills of NIST vis ited our of fice on
De cem ber 17, 1999 and toured our NTEP and
Me trol ogy Labs.  They plan to re turn dur ing Janu ary
2000 and ob serve our in spec tors per form ing vari ous
in spec tions in the field.

Recent Civil Penalties and Court Activities

• On Sep tem ber 22, 1999, we re ceived pay ment of
$500.00 for a civil pen alty as sessed against Pre- Mix
In dus tries, Inc., Clin ton, MD.  The civil pen alty was
as sessed due to short- weight vio la tions found dur ing
rou tine pack age in spec tions per formed at the
es tab lish ment. 

• On Sep tem ber 24, 1999, we re ceived pay ment of
$250.00 for a civil pen alty as sessed against Food &
More, Bal ti more, MD.  The civil pen alty was as sessed
due to short- weight vio la tions found dur ing a rou tine
pack age in spec tion per formed at the es tab lish ment.

• On Oc to ber 12, 1999, we re ceived pay ment of $150.00
for a civil pen alty as sessed against Kim my’s Res tau rant, 
Bal ti more, MD.  The civil pen alty was as sessed due to
short- weight vio la tions found dur ing test pur chases
con ducted at the es tab lish ment.

• On Oc to ber 20, 1999, we re ceived pay ment of
$1,000.00 for a civil pen alty as sessed against Sam’s
Club #6357, An na po lis, MD.  The civil pen alty as
as sessed due to short- weight vio la tions found dur ing a
rou tine pack age in spec tion per formed at the
es tab lish ment.

• On No vem ber 15, 1999, we re ceived pay ment of
$500.00 for a civil pen alty as sessed against Shop pers

Food Ware house #26, Coral Hills, MD.  The civil
pen alty was as sessed due to short- weight vio la tions
found dur ing rou tine pack age in spec tions per formed at
the es tab lish ment.

• On No vem ber 15, 1999, we re ceived pay ment of
$500.00 for a civil pen alty as sessed against Shop pers
Food Ware house #43, Lan ham, MD.  The civil pen alty
was as sessed due to short- weight vio la tions found
dur ing rou tine pack age in spec tions per formed at the
es tab-  lish ment.

Mis sis sippi

Con sumer Pro tec tion Di vi sion

Har old Baugh man re signed from the de part ment on
Oc to ber 1, 1999 to ac cept a job in the pri vate sec tor.  Har -
old has been a dedi cated em ployee and had served over 6
years in the di vi sion as an In spec tor, Regu la tory Serv -
ices.  We wish Har old the best in his new job.  On De cem -
ber 3rd, Dwain Lott was em ployed as an In spec tor,
Regu la tory Serv ices Trainee to fill this va cancy.  Dwain
has un der gone in ten sive on- the- job train ing and will be
as signed ter ri to rial re spon si bil ity upon suc cess ful com -
ple tion of this train ing.  

In spec tor, Regu la tory Serv ices, John Perry is trans fer -
ring from the Meat In spec tion Di vi sion and will be gin
work ing in our di vi sion af ter Janu ary 1st.

John Till son looks for ward to at tend ing the NCWM In -
terim Meet ing in Be thesda, MD.

Weights and Meas ures Di vi sion

The Weights and Meas ures Di vi sion is happy to an -
nounce that Ena Gus ta vis, of the State Me trol ogy Lab,
has been pro moted to State Me trolo gist.  Ena has worked
very hard to main tain cer ti fi ca tion for the lab and we cer -
tainly con gratu late her on a job well done!

A new Me trol ogy Labo ra tory is get ting closer to re al -
ity, re cently, bids were ac cepted for con struc tion, so we
ex pect that very soon con struc tion will be gin and we will
have a new lab by the end of 2000.

We are very pleased to have re ceived the re place ment
ve hi cle for the test truck that was to taled in 1998.  This
now com pletes our fleet of new ve hi cles.  David Rice, the
driver of this new freight liner, is very happy with his new
truck.

We want to take this op por tu nity to wish each and
every one of you a very happy holi day sea son, and a safe
and pros per ous New Year.
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North Caro lina

Val Miller has been pro moted to the Qual ity Man ager
po si tion at the Stan dards Labo ra tory.  Val brings a wealth
of pri vate in dus try ex pe ri ence to the po si tion.  We are ex -
cited about this op por tu nity and we ex pect to ful fill a
number of qual ity goals in the com ing year.  Val also at -
tended the Oc to ber SWAP meet ing in Den ver.  In ad di -
tion to es tab lish ing help ful con tacts with other
me trolo gists, he brought back needed un der stand ing of
the new PMAP pro gram, weight clas si fi ca tion sys tems,
and our round robin re sults.

LF re cently par tici pated in a meet ing with NIST man -
age ment.  LF re ports that in spite of the is sues sur round -
ing the NCWM and NIST, the re la tion ship be tween the
state labo ra tory me trolo gists, OWM, and the vari ous
meas ure ment groups con tin ues to be very good and mu tu -
ally help ful.  To bol ster his po si tion, he cites the fol low -
ing items:

• The NIST sta tis tics group is re writ ing the mass code
in cor po rat ing many fea tures that will be very use ful to
the state labs.

• We will re ceive the Meas ure Net com puter sys tem and
train ing in Janu ary.  The sys tem will pro vide the abil ity
to vir tu ally at tend and par tici pate in train ing ses sions
and meet ings.

• The Mass Pivot Round Robin with the NIST mass group 
and the state labo ra to ries con tin ues to prog ress.
Dem on stra tions of vari ous pro ce dures for this round
robin will be one of the first ma jor uses of the
Meas ure Net sys tem.  The me trolo gists and OWM re gret
that the NCWM Board of Di rec tors could not find time
dur ing their sched ule to come to NIST for a
dem on stra tion of this ground break ing new tech nol ogy.

• Train ing has been pro vided on ISO Draft In ter na tional
Stan dard 17025.  Over the next two years, this stan dard
will take the place ISO Guide 25.

• A work ing group re viewed 17025 com par ing it to NIST
HB 143 to see what is needed to move to the new
stan dard.  The group found that most of the new
re quire ments are cov ered un der ex ist ing pro grams as
de vel oped by the NCWM ISO Task Force in 1992.  A
few changes will be nec es sary, but noth ing like what
was re quired when the state labo ra to ries moved to ISO
Guide 25.

• NVLAP has as signed lead audi tors to all 8 state
labo ra to ries that have ap plied for ac credi ta tion.  We
con tinue to en cour age all State Labo ra to ries to take

ad van tage of this op por tu nity for NVLAP ac credi ta tion
at what ever level they are cur rently work ing.

Be cause of per son nel turn over in the past few years,
our ther mome try pro gram had fallen on hard times.  With
the ad di tion of Val to the labo ra tory staff, things ap pear to 
be look ing up in this area.  Val and Glen re cently vis ited
the Min ne sota labo ra tory to see how they op er ate their
ther mome try pro gram.  We are in debted to Carol Hock ert
and Bruce Ad ams for tak ing the time to show Val and
Glen around.  A side trip to Rice Lake was also taken.
Rick Calk ins rolled out the red car pet, for which we are
very thank ful.

We seem to be pre pared for the Y2K prob lem.  A tre -
men dous number of man- hours has been de voted to this
is sue.  It’s pos si ble some things may have been over -
looked and that would be very dis ap point ing given the
amount of time spent on the sub ject.  Right now our big -
gest is sue in volves the use of Win dows NT with some of
our ex ist ing labo ra tory soft ware.  To put it bluntly, we are
ex pe ri enc ing com pati bil ity prob lems. 

Ad vance Auto Parts Com pany has paid a $1,000 civil
pen alty to set tle a civil pen alty as sess ment for an ex ces -
sive price scan ning er ror rate at one of its stores.  In ad di -
tion, the com pany agreed to make its North Caro lina store
man ag ers avail able for a pres en ta tion on price scan ning
ac cu racy.  The first ses sion took place on No vem ber 30.
Ger ald Brown, Don ald Byrd, and Don nie Perry ex plained
the pro ce dure for se lect ing pack ages and how price-
 scanning er rors are de fined.  Fol low ing the class room ses -
sion, eve ry one walked around the store and noted signage
that po ten tially could be a prob lem.  These ses sions are
valu able be cause store per son nel get a chance to ask ques -
tions with out hav ing to worry about an of fi cial in spec tion
and our in spec tion staff are con fronted with situa tions
that fall into that big “gray area”.  We think these ses sions
are win/win for eve ry one.

Over the past few months we have con cen trated on tare
in spec tions at gro cery store check out scales and in delis.
The prob lem is far worse that origi nally imag ined.  Dur -
ing the ini tial in spec tions we found that many stores sim -
ply did not take tare at the check out scale.  While there are 
proba bly many rea sons for this, the main two in volve
poor train ing and high per son nel turn over.  Af ter three
months or so of in ten sive in spec tions, the situa tion is
greatly im proved.  A few prob lems re main, but these
prob lems re sult from the way some items are sold.  For
ex am ple, the popu lar method for sell ing cof fee beans in -
volves a number of bins con tain ing dif fer ent cof fee fla -
vors.  The cus tomer dis penses a quan tity of beans into a
heavy, deco ra tive bag.  Be cause the clerk must manu ally
en ter the tare, it doesn’t get done every time.  The ideal so -
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lu tion would be for stores to auto mati cally en ter the tare
when ever cof fee beans are weighed.  Well, it’s al ways
eas ier to re write soft ware in the ory than to ac tu ally get it
done and make it work.  In spite of the prob lem, we see
light at the end of the tun nel.

We have re ceived the Na tional Bark and Soil Pro duc -
ers As so cia tion’s test meas ure for test ing pot ting soil.  In
a few weeks we will put the test meas ure through its
paces.  We are hop ing the as so cia tion has in formed its
mem bers of the need to put in the bag what you put on the
la bel.  Oth er wise, we will find prob lems and spend too
many hours work ing through the is sue.

The Mo tor Fu els Labo ra tory has added two ISL
AD86-5G auto mat ic dis til la tion units.  These are up and
run ning to speci fi ca tion.  Also at the labo ra tory we are
near ing the com ple tion of a ma jor elec tri cal re wir ing
proj ect on that part of the build ing con structed in the
early 1950s.  They did things a lit tle dif fer ent back then.
Need less to say, the con trac tor has found things he didn’t
an tici pate.  The proj ect has taken longer than planned and 
it has cost more than origi nally budg eted.  But we again
see light at the end of the tun nel.

In the gain and loss cate gory, Jo anne Cov ing ton, Labo -
ra tory Su per vi sor at the Mo tor Fu els Labo ra tory, has re -
signed to take a po si tion at Duke Uni ver sity Hos pi tal.
We wish Jo anne much suc cess in her new po si tion.  Mike
Dunn has joined us as a pe tro leum me ter cali bra tor as -
signed to the cen tral part of the state.  Mike will be test ing 
ve hi cle tank me ters and ter mi nal/load ing rack me ters.

We are very pleased to an nounce that David Smith has
been elected to a three- year term on the ASTM Board of
Di rec tors.  David has just com pleted a six- year term as
chair man of ASTM Com mit tee D02 on Pe tro leum Prod -
ucts and Lu bri cants.  It seems that some peo ple like to go
from the fry ing pan to the fire.  

Lastly, we have major news concerning Commissioner 
Graham.  The Commissioner recently announced he
would not seek re-election.  He said that after 36 years as
Commissioner of Agriculture it is time to take a break.
On a sad note, Commissioner Graham lost his wife of 57
years, Helen, on December 3.  For the past several years
she had suffered from Alzheimer’s Disease.  

Ten nes see

Bob Wil liams re ports that all at tendees at the re cent
SWMA Conference had a great time with much knowl -
edge ex changed with new and ex cit ing ideas pre sented.
Stead man Hol lis and his staff did an ex cel lent job in or -
gan iz ing the con fer ence.  It was also grati fy ing to see
Cath ryn Pitt man as she holds a spe cial place in all of our
hearts!

The up com ing In terim Meet ing of the NCWM should
prove to be very bene fi cial to all at tend ing mem bers as
there never seems to be a short age of im por tant top ics to
dis cuss!  Hope fully, Randy Jen nings as the Pe tro leum
Sub com mit tee Chair man and Tech ni cal Ad vi sor along
with Bob Wil liams as a mem ber of the Laws and Regu la -
tion Com mit tee will be in at ten dance.

With the sup port and lead er ship of Regu la tory Serv ices 
Di rec tor, Mr. Jimmy Hop per, we are in the pro cess of ob -
tain ing some much needed equip ment for both the me trol -
ogy labo ra tory and field in spec tors.  Tom Smith,
Me trolo gist, has re quested up dated en vi ron mental moni -
tor ing equip ment and mass stan dards for the me trol ogy
labo ra tory and we are pre par ing speci fi ca tions for a re -
place ment chas sis and en closed large scale test ing unit
with a test cart.

Our Mid dle and East Ten nes see Re gional Su per vi sors
re port no ma jor prob lems so far with scale in spec tions
and check weigh ing at the to bacco mar kets.

We re cently hired two (2) new in spec tors in Mid dle
Ten nes see.  Mr. Jay P. Melcher and Mr. Johnny Rob in son 
joined our staff and have quickly be come vi tal team play -
ers.  Johnny trans ferred to us af ter many years in our
Live stock In spec tion Sec tion and Jay, who is origi nally
from Texas, was self em ployed in the Lynchburg, TN
area of Mid dle Ten nes see.

Ed Cole man con tin ues to de vote a ma jor por tion of his
time to train ing both our field per son nel and in dus try in
the ar eas of check weigh ing and price veri fi ca tion.  Ed is a
tre men dous as set to our sec tion and his work is greatly
ap pre ci ated.  He re cently ap peared on one of the Nash -
ville area TV sta tions con duct ing a price veri fi ca tion in -
spec tion at a lo cal re tail food es tab lish ment.  This
seg ment proved to be very bene fi cial to our pro gram as
we have re ceived sev eral posi tive com ments.  As usual,
Ed did a very pro fes sional job on this as sign ment.

Our staff reports that they and their families
experienced a very festive holiday season, however we
were very saddened to learn that the daughter of one of
our inspectors, David Gibson, was fatally injured in an
automobile accident before Christmas.  Our hearts and
prayers are with the Gibson family during this very
difficult time.



 Southern Weights & Measures Association      Page 7

A Mes sage by G. Wes ton Diggs

Chair man

Na tional Con fer ence on Weights and Meas ures

As Chair man of the Na tional Con fer ence on Weights
and Meas ures, I would like to ad dress sev eral is sues the
Con fer ence is work ing on.  The Hand book 44 proj ect, the 
is sue of re- manufactured de vices, fu ture Con fer ence
lead ers,  our re la tion ship with the Na tional In sti tute of
Stan dards and Tech nol ogy/Of fice of Weights and Meas -
ures(NIST/OWM), and the Na tional Type Evalua tion
Pro gram (NTEP). 

As Con fer ence Chair man one of my top pri ori ties is the 
re- organization and re- write of NIST Hand book 44.
Many of us in weights and meas ures be lieve the hand -
book has be come too dif fi cult to in ter pret and also needs
to be more re flec tive of to days tech nol ogy.  This will be a
long term proj ect and I have ap pointed Ron Mur dock to
lead us in this im por tant proj ect.  His com mit tee has met
and reached a con sen sus on the re- organization of the
hand book.  The next step will be the re- writing pro cess.
It is my un der stand ing that dur ing the re- writing only edi -
to rial changes will be made to the docu ment.  This proj ect 
will take sev eral years to com plete, how ever, its long
over due.  

The Con fer ence had been try ing to de cide what to do
about iden ti fy ing re- manufactured equip ment.  This is -
sue had a large im pact on mo tor fuel de vices and re- built
load cells. The is sue was bef ore the Speci fi ca tion and
Tol er ance Com mit tee (S&T) for over three years.  This
year, at the In terim in Al bu quer que, the S&T Com mit tee
could not agree on word ing that could be pre sented to the
Con fer ence for vot ing and they dropped the is sue.   The
Board of Di rec tors, with out tak ing a po si tion on the is sue
be lieved it was im por tant enough to have the Chair man,
Aves Thomp son ap point a task force to de velop word ing
ad dress ing re- manufactured equip ment the con fer ence
could vote on.  Ac cord ing to Jim Truax, Chair man of the
task force, this is sue will not be ready to be voted on un til
the 2001 An nual Meet ing.

The Con fer ence should work on iden ti fy ing and de vel -
op ing fu ture Con fer ence Lead ers.  Many of the cur rent
lead ers in the Con fer ence are re tir ing or leav ing the
weights and meas ures com mu nity for other rea sons.   We
have new peo ple com ing to our con fer ences each year
that we don’t really know.  We need to find a way to get
these peo ple more ac tively in volved in our pro cess, they
will be our fu ture lead ers.      

As many of you know, the work ing re la tion ship be -
tween the Na tional Con fer ence on Weights and Meas ures 

and our part ner, the Na tional In sti tute of Stan dards and
Tech nol ogy  be came strained and started to de te rio rate
af ter the 1999 An nual Meet ing.  The pri mary rea son for
this de te rio ra tion was the Con fer ences’s Board of Di rec -
tors de ci sion to take over the ad mini stra tion of the Na -
tional Type Evalua tion Pro gram (NTEP).  As you may
have heard, at a Sep tem ber 2, 1999 meet ing be tween
Con fer ence lead ers, staff of the Na tional In sti tute of
Stan dards and Tech nol ogy (NIST) and NIST Of fice of
Weights and Meas ures (OWM) it was an nounced NIST
would start op er at ing on a to tal cost re cov ery ba sis for all
sup port re lat ing to NTEP.   As a re sult of this de ci sion by
NIST the com mu ni ca tions be tween NIST and the Con fer -
ence al most stopped.  In re cent months things have im -
proved.  With the help of our in dus try and re gional
weights and meas ures as so cia tions, NIST has been con -
vinced of the im por tance of its cur rent roll and mis sion of
pro vid ing tech ni cal sup port to NTEP.   

Dr. Rich ard Kay ser, the new Di rec tor of Tech nol ogy
Serv ices and his staff have been in stru men tal in work ing
with the Con fer ence lead er ship in re- establishing a posi -
tive re la tion ship work ing to ward our com mon goals.  If
you have not seen the NIST/NTEP web page in re cent
weeks it de serves a look.  There is a NTEP Ques tion and
An swer page that ad dresses ques tions re lat ing to the
NTEP tran si tion.  These ques tions and an swers are ad -
dressed from a straight for ward and posi tive ap proach.

There is also a list of ac tivi ties that the OWM does in
sup port of the Na tional Con fer ence.  This list shows
where they be lieve the pri ori ties should be.  They have
asked the Board of Di rec tors for feed back on the list and
what they think the OWM pri ori ties should be.  If you
look at this seg ment of the web page you will no tice
OWM is in creas ing their ac tivi ties in some ar eas while
de creas ing them in oth ers, the level of some ac tivi ties
will re main the same.  The most im por tant is sue is that the 
sup port of these Con fer ence ac tivi ties will not be done on 
a cost re cov ery ba sis as pre vi ously in di cated by NIST.

I will re- state my be lief that NIST/OWM and the Na -
tional Con fer ence are work ing in a new spirit of co op era -
tion that will be for the bet ter ment of the Con fer ence and
our sys tem of weights and meas ures in the United States. 
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Con tact SWMA

The SWMA News let ter is pub lished quar terly.  
An nual dues are $25.  

Mem ber ship in quir ies should be di rected to:

N. David Smith
SWMA Secretary- Treasurer
NC De part ment of Ag ri cul ture & Con sumer 
Serv ices
P.O. Box 27647
Ral eigh, NC 27611
Phone: 919-733-3313
E- Mail: David.Smith@ncmail.net

News may be sub mit ted to:

SWMA, Bill Brasher - News let ter Edi tor
1904 Mis sion Road, Bir ming ham, AL 35216.
E- mail:  wdbrasher@mind spring.com

_________________________________________________________________________________________

SWMA News let ter

1904 Mis sion Road

Bir ming ham, AL 35216

NIST / NTEP Web Page

Con tained in the mes sage by G. Wes ton Diggs, Chair -
man, Na tional Con fer ence on Weights and Meas ures
(page 7) is a ref er ence to the NIST/NTEP web page.  The
page can be ac cessed by us ing the fol low ing ad dress:

nist.gov/owm 

Click on: 

NATIONAL TYPE EVALUATION PROGRAM

NTEP TRANSITION

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS AND
    ANSWERS




