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JURISDICTIONAL NEWS

GEORGIA

Well the big news in the Fuel & Mea sures Di vi sion of the
Geor gia De part ment of Ag ri cul ture is the re cent re tire ment of
long time As sis tant Di rec tor Marvin Pound.  Marvin, who also
an swers to Marnie, Monty, Marty or just about any thing else
is a well-known and long time mem ber of the SWMA and will
be missed.  His plans are to re lo cate to Saint Simons Is land GA
and en joy his re tire ment at the beach, we wish him well.  

Re tail Fuel Pro gram Man ager Doug Killingsworth is cur -
rently fill ing in as act ing As sis tant Di rec tor, and is do ing a great 
job.  Doug and Di vi sion Di rec tor Rich Lewis will be at tend ing
the NCWM an nual meet ing in Lou is ville, KY in July.  Rich is
serv ing on the L & R Com mit tee and is look ing for ward to some 
lively dis cus sions this year. 

The Geor gia Pro pane Gas As so ci a tion re cently held its an -
nual driver train ing sem i nar and truck ro deo at the State Farm -
ers Mar ket in Macon, GA.  Our Weights & Mea sures Pro gram
Man ager Steve Brannon taught one of the classes at this event 
and two of our in spec tors, Todd Sweat and Ricky Dorsey
served as the judges for the truck ro deo.  A big thank you to
Steve, Todd, and Ricky for their in volve ment in this im por tant
event.

Our Fuel and Me trol ogy Labs con tinue to do a great job at
their new lo ca tion in Tifton, GA. The Fuel Lab in con junc tion
with our mo bile lab in At lanta is cur rently pro cess ing 1500
sam ples monthly.   Brian Grace from the Me trol ogy lab re -
cently at tended Grain Mois ture Me ter Train ing in Kan sas City,
MO. 

We have just com pleted two train ing ses sions with our Re -
tail Fuel In spec tors.  Doug Killingsworth, Mark An drews and
Tony Da vis had re cently at tended a NIST Train the Trainer
course for Re tail Mo tor Fuel De vices in In di ana.  They con -
ducted the in spec tor train ing ses sions for our in spec tors at
two re tail lo ca tions.   The ses sions were held in Tifton, GA at a
Flash Foods and in Ath ens, GA at a Quick Trip.  This was very
ben e fi cial for our in spec tors and we want to thank Flash Foods 
and Quick Trip for let ting us use their fa cil i ties.   

MARYLAND

We have a true shin ing star and achiever in our NTEP Pro -
gram. Ed Payne has been se lected as the “Mary land De part -
ment of Ag ri cul ture’s Em ployee of the Quar ter for Cus tomer
Ser vice.”  He is rec og nized for his con tri bu tion to the de part -
ment and for ser vice to the do mes tic, na tional and in ter na -
tional scale in dus try, through his tire less work as an NTEP
eval u a tor.   Con grat u la tions, Ed!

Left to right: Dep uty Sec re tary Mary El len Set ting, Ed Payne re ceiv ing the
award, and Sec re tary Buddy Hance pre sent ing.

We also cel e brated and rec og nized the 30+ years of con tin -
u ous work ing ca reer of As sis tant Chief Mike Frailer. Af ter 30 or 
so years, Mike has de cided enough is enough, no more early
ris ing, long bumper-to-bumper com mutes, and tire less hours
in the of fice. He re tired June 3. As a thank you and fare well ev -
ery one in the pro gram con trib uted to Mike’s so lar wrist watch
gift, which was awarded to Mike at our June Train ing School.
Good Luck and Best Wishes, Mike.
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Left to right: As sis tant Sec re tary Pat McMillan pres ent’s Mary land Gov er -
nors’ Ser vice Rec og ni tion Cer tif i cate to Re tired As sis tant Chief Mike Frailer,
who is hold ing the De part ment’s Rec og ni tion of Ser vice Award, and Pro gram
Chief Ken Ramsburg.

This quar ter, the safety train ing topic is on the six “Ls” to
safe lift ing.  Hand outs are re viewed with staff to keep us all
think ing how to do our jobs safely.

 In our on go ing ef forts to ad vance the con tin ued ed u ca tion
of our staff, a two-day class was held in June on small scale in -
spec tion, spe cif i cally un der stand ing and ap ply ing the in for ma -
tion of HB 44 and NTEP Cer tif i cates.  At the con clu sion of the
train ing, our field in spec tors took the NCWM Small Ca pac ity
Re tail Scales test. 

Pic ture of staff tak ing the NCWM Small Scale Test. Barbara Miller,
the in spec tor on far right was awarded a $100 gift card for high test
score.

As a mea sure to wards na tional rec og ni tion, Mary land has be -
gun tak ing the NCWM web based de vice and pack age test ing
tests.  Start ing last July, the staff ap plied them selves by tak ing
the first of the se ries tests: Small Liq uid Mea sur ing De vices.
Soon to be fol lowed with, Small Scales, dur ing our June Train -
ing Class. To make the test more of a chal lenge we of fered the
high est score re cip i ent a gift card prize of $100. Con grat u la -
tions, Barbara Miller. 

We are con tin u ing to mod ern ize the fleet.  To ward this goal,
the pro gram re placed a pick-up truck test unit and three vans.

The pro gram con tin ues tak ing en force ment ac tion against
vi o la tors in short weight pack ages and mis rep re sen ta tion of
prices.   March 14, 2013 to June 14, 2013, the en force ment ac -
tions taken are:

• On March 28, 2013 the Mary land De part ment of Ag ri cul ture
(MDA) re ceived $1,000.00 for a civil pen alty as sessed for
short weight to Safeway #2848 of Bethesda, MD 20814

• On April 9, 2013 MDA re ceived $2,000.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food #127 of Olney, MD
20832.

• On April 9, 2013 MDA re ceived $2,000.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food #329 of Rockville,
MD 20850.

• On April 15, 2013 MDA re ceived $250.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food #132 of Bethesda,
MD 20814.

• On April 15, 2013 MDA re ceived $250.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food #338 of Accokeek,
MD 20607.

• On April 29, 2013 MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food #132 of Bethesda,
MD 20814.

• On May 1, 2013 MDA re ceived $750.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Wegmans #47 of Co lum bia, MD
21045.

• On May 3, 2013 MDA re ceived $1,000.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Safeway #107 of Greenbelt, MD
20770.

• On May 3, 2013 MDA re ceived $2,000.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Safeway #4868 of Lau rel, MD
20707.

• On May 6, 2013 MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Jumbo Food In ter na tional
Su per mar ket of Tem ple Hills, MD 20748.

• On April 24, 2013 MDA re ceived $2,000.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to CVS #4411 of
Bal ti more, MD 21215.

• On May 15, 2013 MDA re ceived $250.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Tar get #2393 of Bal ti more,
MD 21215.
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MISSISSIPPI

Com mis sioner Cindy Hyde-Smith sees the value in pro fes -
sional cer tif i ca tion for weights and mea sures of fi cials.  We an -
tic i pate each in spec tor will com plete the Pro fes sional
Cer tif i ca tion Pro grams of fered by the Na tional Con fer ence of
Weights and Mea sures (NCWM) in their re spec tive fields.  We
ap pre ci ate the ef forts and the vi sion of the NCWM to pro vide
these train ing pro grams.

Weights and Mea sures Di vi sion

Greg Gholston was re cently se lected by the Na tional In sti -
tute of Stan dards and Tech nol ogy (NIST) and the Na tional Con -

fer ence on Weights and Mea sures
(NCWM) to at tend an in struc tor train ing
course at the NIST fa cil ity in Gaithersburg,
MD.  Their in ten tion is to train sev eral new
in struc tors across the coun try to teach
NIST weights and mea sures courses. In
con tin u a tion of that train ing, NIST has
asked Greg to as sist in a NIST ve hi cle/axle
scale course in Maine this Sep tem ber.

Con sumer Pro tec tion Di vi sion 

John Tillson, Di rec tor of Con sumer
Pro tec tion Di vi sion, re tired from the
Mis sis sippi De part ment of Ag ri cul ture
and Com merce on May 31, 2013.   John’s
Re tire ment Re cep tion was held on
Wednes day, May 29, 2013, hon or ing
him for his 34 years of ded i cated ser vice
to the State of Mis sis sippi.  Best wishes
to John on his fu ture en deav ors.

Pe tro leum Di vi sion

The Pe tro leum Di vi sion was able to pur chase 3 Die sel Ex -
haust Fluid test mea sures and fun nels, which it will in cor po -
rate dur ing the in spec tion pro ce dure of the hi-flow die sel
dis pens ers.  The di vi sion is for tu nate to have 2-60 gal lon prov -
ers and 1-150 gal lon prover and the ad di tion of these DEF cans
will work nicely in the test ing pro cess al low ing in spec tors to
com plete a truck stop in one visit.  

John Childress, a su per vi sor in the
pe tro leum di vi sion, re tires ef fec tive
June 30th.  John has been with the di vi -
sion since it was trans ferred from the
De part ment of Mo tor Ve hi cles in 1988
and prior to that, worked with DMV. 
John re tires af ter 30 years of ser vice
with the state.  Good luck John! 

NORTH CAROLINA

Stan dards Lab o ra tory

Dur ing the month of April we par tic i pated in the South east -
ern Mea sure ment As sur ance Pro gram, SEMAP, which took
place in Tifton, Geor gia.  Me trolo gist Van Hyder and Qual ity
As sur ance Man ager Rob ert Rog ers rep re sented North Carolina 
dur ing this week long train ing pro cess. This was the first op -
por tu nity to view Geor gia’s new cal i bra tion lab o ra tory.  North
Carolina suc cess fully dem on strated pro fi ciency in sev eral ar -
eas of train ing. 

The NCDA&CS Stan dards Lab o ra tory re ceived the pres ti -
gious Fourth Con sec u tive Year Gold Star Award for hav ing out -
stand ing safety and health ef forts in the work place. The
rec og ni tion co mes from the North Carolina De part ment of La -
bor Safety Awards Pro gram.  Spe cial thanks to all the staff
mem bers for a job well done and keep ing safety a top pri or ity.

The grain mois ture sec tion com pleted their SRWW har vest
in spite of the large amounts of rain. With the fre quent pre cip i -
ta tion and trop i cal storm, there was con cern with find ing
lower qual ity dam aged wheat this sea son. This turned out not
to be an is sue and ad e quate grain in the de sired mois ture
ranges for the 2013-2014 test ing sea son was gath ered.  We are 
cur rently clean ing the wheat sam ples and look ing for ward to a
good corn har vest in late sum mer!

Sharon Woodard

Mea sure ment Sec tion

The Mea sure ment Sec tion is slowly get ting back to a full
staff.  James Varble started June 3rd as a Ve hi cle and Heavy
Scale In spec tor.  He re placed Reggie Shuford who re tired July
1, 2012.  We will soon have all four of our Heavy Scale Test
Units back on the road.  Mark Lanning joined us on June 24th as 
a Gas and Oil In spec tor, fill ing Charles Floyd’s va cant po si tion. 
Mike Bol linger is re turn ing to work next week af ter suc cess ful
sur gery.  This is two weeks ear lier than ex pected.  “Way to go
Mike”.  This leaves us with two va cant po si tions we hope to fill
very shortly.

     The straw berry, blue berry and pro duce sea son has gone
smoothly this year.  We have not been flooded with a rash of
calls re quest ing their scales be tested.  I guess we now have
most of them on a list and get to them be fore they call.  Our
guys are pretty good about han dling things in the nick of time.

     Our Price Scan ning Pro gram is go ing quite smoothly as
well.  We are hav ing far fewer failed scans than in the past.  Of
those that do fail the ini tial price scan in spec tion, very few are
fail ing the sec ond or “300 item” scan.  Ev ery one it seems is do -
ing a far better job of keep ing their posted prices cor rect.   This
year from Jan u ary 1 through May 31 we had 7 failed 300 item
price scan for pen al ties of $14,480.00.  Last year for the same
pe riod (Jan u ary 1, 2012 through May 31, 2012) we had 32
failed 300 item price scans with pen al ties of $62,850.00.  Quite 
a dif fer ence don’t you think?  The to tal num ber of scans con -
ducted was vir tu ally the same.  I think folks are fi nally get ting
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the mes sage. “Your posted or ad ver tised prices must be cor -
rect”. 

Jerry But ler

LP-Gas Sec tion
The LP-Gas in spec tors re ceived re fresher train ing on LP-Gas

ba sic prin ci ples.  This will be fol lowed by re fresher train ing in
other LP-Gas top ics. This will be based on the CTEP train ing
man u als, which we have pur chased for the train ing and fu ture
ref er ence.

Rich ard Fredenburg, LP-Gas En gi neer, par tic i pated in the
NFPA An nual Con fer ence and Expo in Chi cago to pres ent some
mo tions for re con sid er ing some pro pos als for the next edi tion
of the LP-Gas Code.

We are up grad ing or field staff com put ers for per form ing in -
spec tions.  We be gan with sec ond-hand Toughbook laptops
with MiFi de vices, but we will soon be chang ing to new
ruggedized 10” An droid-based tab lets. These should be eas ier
to carry dur ing an in spec tion and have built in MiFi. Our on line
in spec tion pro gram is work ing well, though there still some fin -
ish ing touches to be com pleted.

Rich ard Fredenburg

Mo tor Fu els Lab o ra tory
Low va por pres sure sea son be gins on June 1. Many sta -

tions in NC are sell ing gas o line with 10% eth a nol. We are al -
low ing a 1 lb. va por pres sure tol er ance for eth a nol blends.
The NC De part ment of En vi ron ment and Nat u ral Re sources
did re quest that the EPA re-des ig nate these coun ties so
they could use 9.0 psi fuel in stead. As a de ci sion would not
be made quickly, they also asked for “en force ment dis cre -
tion”, mean ing we would not have to en force the 7.8 psi re -
quire ment un til a de ci sion was made. How ever, they have
yet to make a de ci sion on that re quest ei ther, so it is busi -
ness as usual this sum mer.

The lab has re placed sev eral in stru ments over the last
few months. All the new in stal la tions have been highly suc -
cess ful to this point. Some of the re placed in stru ments were 
as much as twenty years old. In one re spect, we have re -
turned to the past with the in stal la tion of a man ual D86 dis -
til la tion ap pa ra tus. The man ual unit was in stalled due to
dif fi cul ties that we have ex pe ri enced in de ter min ing the ex -
act dis til la tion curve of non-com pli ant sam ples when us ing
ADA’s.

Re cently, Mo tor Fu els In spec tors have been en coun ter -
ing more sta tions that are sell ing biodiesel blends. The Lab
tests FAME con tent of biodiesel blend sam ples by ASTM
method D 7371.  His tor i cally biodiesel at re tail has been rare 

and was more common at com mer cial fleet fa cil i ties and 
DOT lo ca tions, which we in spect by re quest.

Art Rupard 


