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JU RIS DIC TIONAL NEWS

SWMA News From The Past 

Bob Eaves, His to rian

• The 10th An nual SWMA Con fer ence was held in the St.
Char les Ho tel, New Or leans, Lou isi ana from Oc to ber 30 to
No vem ber 2, 1955.  Fif teen (15) mem ber states were
rep re sented, as well as eight (8) other states.  The to tal
reg is tra tion for the con fer ence was 292. 

• Dur ing 1961, it was re ported that: in spec tors in Vir ginia are
mak ing a drive on short- weight dog feed; the model law was
adopted in Ten nes see in it’s last ses sion of the leg is la tion; in
South Caro lina, Wil liam L. Har rel son deals with the popu lar
sub ject of mois ture in hams; in Ken tucky, the larg est fine ever 
as sessed against a gro cery store man ager for short weight was 
$1,100 with $77 in court costs; Lou isi ana will soon in sti tute
state wide farm milk tank in spec tions; in North Caro lina,  C.
D. Bau com re ported that the cost per per son for weights and
meas ures is 2.85 cents an nu ally; and Rich mond, Vir ginia has
com pleted a new 1-1/4 mile taxi course.

• Dur ing 1980, a West Vir ginia “bust” team of in spec tors Ken
Butcher, Frank Al li son and Steve Casto was re spon si ble for
14 ar rests and prose cu tions of pre cious metal deal ers in the
Charles ton and Hunting ton ar eas for us ing un sealed and
im proper weigh ing de vices.

DELA WARE

Striv ing to keep up the high est level of serv ice while cut ting
an al ready bare bones budget has ba si cally oc cu pied all the time 
of the Dela ware Weights and Meas ures staff - noth ing new to
most Weights and Meas ures sec tions.  How ever, due to the
wise stew ard ship of Gove nor Ruth Ann Min ner, Dela ware has
been able to find enough funds to fore stall tax hikes and lay-
 offs, and main tains it’s triple-A bond rat ing.

The Weights and Meas ures sec tion was able to get one- time
fund ing to re place our ob so lete 100 gal lon LPG prover.  The
circa 1966 prover had fi nally reached the point where re pair
parts were no where to be found.  Our only op tions were to re -
place it or end the LPG in spec tion pro gram.  The new prover

has elec tric lev el ers and hose reels, and a higher ca pac ity pump. 
It will be on the road as soon as our in spec tion ve hi cles are
wired ap pro pri ately, pro vided the weather co op er ates.

The sub ject of De vice Fees will be brought up once again in
the Dela ware Leg is la ture as a means of fund ing new po si tions.
This is seen as a means to ac com mo date the ever- in creas ing
work load of the sec tion.  The De part ment would like to put
three new in spec tors on the road to give bet ter cov er age to our
cur rent pro grams, and to ex pand our over sight to some new ar -
eas.  We’ve re ceived some very en cour ag ing com ments from
the par ties in volved, and look for ward to hav ing this leg is la tion
passed dur ing the next ses sion.

FLORIDA

The Bu reau of Weights and Meas ures con ducted an other
holi day sales price veri fi ca tion sweep dur ing the first week of
De cem ber.  Field staff con ducted strati fied in spec tions,  ran -
domly se lect ing half of the sam ples from regu larly priced items
and half from sales items.  Of 55 stores in spected us ing the na -
tional pro ce dures that are adopted in Flor ida, 51 stores met or
ex ceeded the 98% ac cu racy stan dard.  The four stores that
failed had ex ces sive un der charge er rors while no stores failed
for hav ing ex ces sive over charges.  Over all, less than 1% of the
2,725 items scanned at more than the low est posted price while
1.8% scanned at less than the posted price.  A press re lease was
is sued by Com mis sioner Char les Bron son com mend ing stores
for the high com pli ance rates while still cau tion ing con sum ers
to con tinue to moni tor prices charged when shop ping.

Sen ior Me trolo gist Mike Cook, Me trolo gists Paul Gen try
and Davis Terry and Lab Tech ni cian Greg Be soiu were
awarded a Davis Pro duc tiv ity Award for their work in en hanc -
ing the pro duc tiv ity of the Me trol ogy Lab.  Davis Pro duc tiv ity
Awards are a joint ef fort by the pri vate or gani za tion Flor ida
Tax watch and the State to rec og nize in no va tion, dedi ca tion and 
ex cel lence in per form ance by state em ploy ees.

NVLAP con ducted an on site as sess ment of the Flor ida Me -
trol ogy Labo ra tory No vem ber 7 & 8.  The labo ra tory has ap -
plied for NVLAP ac credi ta tion and was for tu nate enough to
re ceive fund ing from the leg is la ture last year to in stall an im -
proved en vi ron mental sys tem to moni tor and con trol con di tions 
in the cali bra tion labo ra to ries. 

Flor ida will be host ing the South east ern Meas ure ment As -
sur ance Pro gram (SEMAP) March 9-14, 2003 in Pensa cola
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Beach.  For more in for ma tion please feel free to con tact Paul
Gen try at 850/488-9295 or by email at
 gen tryp@doacs.state.fl.us.

In spec tors have re cently been test ing truck mounted mass
flow me ters used by a com pany to sell cook ing oil to res tau -
rants.  We were un aware of this type of com mer cial use of truck 
mounted me ters un til we were con tacted by a cus tomer ques -
tion ing the ac cu racy of the me ters.  The me ters found ini tially
were not NTEP ap proved or le gal for com mer cial use, al though 
the com pany had le gal scales and pro ce dures in place to moni -
tor me ter ac cu racy.  The com pany has now in stalled equip ment
with NTEP CC’s for such an ap pli ca tion.   In for ma tion in di -
cates that this prac tice may be more wide spread than origi nally
thought and is tak ing place in other states as well.

We wish eve ry one a happy and safe New Year, and hope you 
re solved to travel more this year, es pe cially to warm and sunny
places geared to en ter tain ing guests of all ages.  

MARYLAND

• On De cem ber 12, 2002, we had a staff meet ing at our fa cil ity
in An na po lis, com plete with a cook- out lunch.  Pres en ta tions
to the staff were given by Chief Lou Straub, and Pro gram
Man ag ers Dick Shock ley, Will Wotthlie and Bob Eaves.
Cer tifi cates of Ap pre cia tion were given to In spec tors Rick
Bris tow, Chuck Cole man, Mike Frailer, Bill Hall, Bill Troup
and Aaron Webb for in spect ing the high est number of de vices
and/or hav ing the high est over all pro duc tion rat ing dur ing the
last six monthly pe ri ods and an award “day off” was given to
In spec tor Chuck Cole man for hav ing the high est over all
pro duc tion dur ing the last six month pe ri od and In spec tor
Mike Frailer, who in spected the high est number of de vices
dur ing the last six month pe ri od.

• Rob ert L. Ehr lich, Jr. was elected Gov er nor of Mary land, and
takes of fice on Janu ary 15, 2003.  Mr. Ehr lich be comes the
first re pub li can gov er nor in Mary land since Spiro Ag new,
who be came Rich ard Nix on’s Vice Presi dent in 1968.
We do not know how the new ad mini stra tion will ef fect our
sec tion and the Mary land Dept. of Ag ri cul ture.  The State of
Mary land is fac ing a defi cit next year pro jected to be from 1.2
- 1.7 bil lion dol lars and has a 550 mil lion dol lar defi cit this
year.  Our sec tion is fac ing se vere budget prob lems and we are 
hope ful that some kind of so lu tion can be found to help our
situa tion. 

Re cent Civil Pen al ties and Court Ac tivi ties

• On Janu ary 7, 2003, we re ceived $750.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed against Gi ant Food #54, Sil ver Spring, MD.  The
civil pen alty was as sessed due to short- weight vio la tions
found dur ing rou tine pack age in spec tions per formed at the
es tab lish ment.

North Caro lina

As the Stan dards Di vi sion and the NC De part ment of Ag ri -
cul ture and Con sumer Serv ices move into 2003, the budget fog
con tin ues to roll across the “Old North State”.  Plans are be ing
made for ad di tional budget re duc tions dur ing the 03/05 bi en -
nium.  The de part ment is be ing asked again to pre pare for cuts

and work up re duc tion plans from 7 to 11 per cent.  Even with
some suc cesses in pro mo tions and a few new hires to fill criti cal 
po si tions, other va can cies must re main un filled to help with
over all de part ment re duc tions.  It has be come quite a bal anc ing
act.  The state is still look ing at an other $2 bil lion plus short fall
be gin ning on July 1, 2003.  The di vi sion has been for tu nate that
it has not been all doom and gloom.  Jerry But ler was pro moted
to the pro gram mana ger’s po si tion for the Weights and Meas -
ures Sec tion in Oc to ber.  John Gurkin was pro moted to Weights 
and Meas ures Field Su per vi sor for our east ern re gion in De -
cem ber.  Con gratu la tions go out to these very dedi cated in di -
vidu als.  With the re tire ment of Chief Dep uty Com mis sioner
Wel don Denny, the de part ment went through an other re or gani -
za tion to fine- tune the over all op era tion.  David Smith was pro -
moted to one of two po si tions at the dep uty com mis sioner level. 
As sis tant Com mis sioner Mike Blan ton was pro moted to the
other dep uty com mis sioner po si tion.  Jim Cum mings was pro -
moted to As sis tant Com mis sioner and will be over the di vi sion
group that in cludes Stan dards.  This group also in cludes Food
and Drug, Ag ro nom ics, Plant In dus tries, Struc tural Pests and
Re search Sta tions.  Jim will re port to David con cern ing ac tivi -
ties within Stan dards.  Con gratu la tions also to these highly ex -
pe ri enced and dedi cated mem bers of sen ior man age ment.  The
di vi sion was also for tu nate to fill two criti cal po si tions that have 
been va cant for over a year.  The fuel chem ist po si tion on the
coast in the Jack son ville area and the gaso line and oil in spec tor
po si tion in the north cen tral part of the state.  With a few re tire -
ments add ing to the re main ing va cant po si tions, 2003 will con -
tinue to be a high wire act.  The di vi sion may have to give up
some more to help with the bot tom line.  As sec tions have in the
past, they will also have to “Wolfpack” cer tain re gions of the
state to main tain in spec tion rates and pres ence.   As we have
said bef ore, stay tuned.  

We hear from Ron Mur dock on a regu lar ba sis and he is do -
ing as well as can be ex pected.  He really ap pre ci ates the calls
and cards that folks have sent his way.  We have in cluded his
ad dress in pre vious up dates and will do so again.  His ad dress is
2008 Scott Court, Clay ton, NC 27520.  

The Weights and Meas ures Sec tion con tin ued to place a
strong em pha sis on con sumer re quests and com plaints dur ing
this last quar ter as they have for the year. Con cern ing the in -
spec tion work for all of 2002, more than 2 mil lion de vices and
pack ages were in spected with an av er age fail ure rate of 6.59%. 

On a much sad der note our hearts go out to the fam ily of Wil -
liam R. “Bo” Nel son.  Bo lost his fight with can cer in No vem ber 
of this year.  He was an ex cel lent in spec tor, trainer and truly one 
of the “Good Guys”.  Bo was an im por tant part of this de part -
ment and a friend to all.  He will be greatly missed.

The new ve hi cle tank me ter cali bra tion truck is now on the
road and do ing well.  With the equiva lent of nearly 400,000
miles of en gine time, in clud ing road and prover pump back
time, this ve hi cle served us well.  As was men tioned in past up -
dates, the sec tion hopes to re place an other cali bra tor’s truck in
03.  This will put our state wide fleet of four in good shape.  The
sec tion will still have to con tinue to moni tor travel, op er at ing
ex penses and equip ment pur chases very closely over the next
cou ple of years but eve ry one has com pany in this area.  The sec -
tion is still wait ing on the new Dodge multi- product dis penser
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test unit.  As re ported last time, this work was held off due to
budget con cerns.   The plan is to have it on the road in the next
month or so.  

The Mo tor Fu els Lab is still wait ing on the OSHA Con sult -
ing In spec tion.  Sched ul ing con flicts with the NC De part ment
of La bor are still the is sue.  As with us, other state agen cies are
work ing with less per son nel and re sources. 

The lab has been up grad ing some of the ven ti la tion/fume
hood sys tems in sev eral lab ar eas.  They are ex pect ing 2 new
auto mat ic dis til la tion units in the next few months, which will
re quire a new fume hood as well.  Equip ment re place ment has
been slow this year, as the budget was not ap proved un til Oc to -
ber.  The sec tion has now added a sev enth Zel tex port able oc -
tane ana lyzer.  This al lows for five ana lyz ers to be shared by ten 
field in spec tors with one at the lab and one to use as an ex -
change when field units need ad just ing.   In some ar eas of the
state, over 50% of the re tail fuel out lets are us ing a sin gle hose
multi- product dis penser or blend ing sys tem.  The abil ity to test
oc tane on site with the port able units has be come more criti cal.

The sec tion and di vi sion would like to take this op por tu nity
to wel come Al li son Stock weather to the field staff.  As this up -
date goes to press, Al li son will be in train ing for the mo tor fu els
chem ist po si tion in the Jack son ville, Wil ming ton, and Mo re -
head City re gion.  Her last po si tion with a pri vate con trac tor for
the De part ment of De fense in volved in spec tion of un der ground 
stor age tanks for com pli ance.  Al li son also rep re sented the Ma -
rine Corps on these is sues when other agen cies were in volved. 

 The lab is in the pro cess of fill ing the Gen eral Util ity Worker 
po si tion.  This po si tion has been va cant since Sep tem ber due to
a re tire ment.  The lab man ager and su per vi sor have been busy
fill ing in to get the work done. 

The big news up date from the Stan dards Lab is the ice storm
that rolled in dur ing the first week in De cem ber.  This did sig -
nifi cant dam age to the land scap ing on De cem ber 4 and 5, 2002.
The Stan dards and Mo tor Fu els Labs were with out power for
al most two days.  Elec tri cal surges proba bly con trib uted to one
of the HVAC cir cu la tor pumps burn ing out at Stan dards.  This
con trib uted to sev eral ad di tional days bef ore the lab was fully
func tional.  There was plenty to do, how ever, since limbs from
the Brad ford Pears com pletely blocked the drive and side walk.

The River Birches were sig nifi cantly dam aged.  L.F. brought
his chain saw in and cut up the branches block ing the drive and
side walk.  The me trolo gists hauled ap proxi mately 10 truck -
loads of branches to the curb.  As this news goes out the lab still
has a wall of limbs piled out front.  There are still many trees in
the Ral eigh area with bro ken branches and trunks.  The ice was
tough, but it wasn’t an ade quate test of the new roof snow
guards at the Stan dards Lab.  The wait is still on for the big test.
If the weather pat terns come through as pre dicted, the wait may
not be long.  

   A com bi na tion of fac tors has de layed the lab’s an nual rec -
og ni tion sub mit tal to NIST OWM and ac credi ta tion sub mit tal
to NIST NVLAP.  Cliff and L.F. are fin ish ing up the pack ages
this week.  The man age ment re view with Win ston will be com -
plete and we will have sent the pack ages to NIST by the time
this goes to press.  This year’s sub mit tal will in clude a newly
adopted re vi sion of the lab’s Qual ity Man ual.  This re vi sion in -
cludes sig nifi cant changes that ad dress ISO 17025 re quire -
ments and re flect the cor rec tion of NVLAP audit de fi cien cies.
Most of the changes have been in af fect for a while, but are now
be ing for mally adopted. 

    The lab is work ing on the pur chase of a 10 kg x 0.1 mg, 100
g x 1 mi cro gram and sev eral other mass com para tors again in
hopes the budget will not be cut bef ore they can be pur chased as 
hap pened last year.  These com para tors will re place ag ing com -
para tors that are prov ing to be hard to main tain and im pos si ble
to re pair.  The dis play board that was just re placed in the Sar to -
rius 2086 (2 kg x 0.1 mg) is the last in ex is tence and was found
cov ered with dust on a back shelf in an ob scure cor ner of a mass
lab at Sar to rius in Ger many.

   L.F. will at tend the NCWM in terim meet ing with Win ston
in Jack son ville, Flor ida rep re sent ing the NCWM Me trol ogy
Work ing Group.  The work ing group des ig na tion is a change
from the pre vious sub com mit tee des ig na tion as rec om mended
by NCWM Chair Ross An der son and the NCWM BOD.  The
group agrees that this des ig na tion bet ter de scribes the func tion
of the me trol ogy group within the NCWM and is glad to still
serve the NCWM in this time of change.

L.F. is work ing with Dan New combe (Maine) and the other
mem bers of the Me trol ogy Work ing Group to put to gether the
semi an nual State Labo ra tory Pro gram Work load Sur vey for
2003.  They hope to have this dis trib uted by end of Janu ary.

The LP- Gas Sec tion and Rich ard have been busy work ing on
and im ple ment ing a new tem po rary rule that ex pands on the
gen eral stat ute about who can fill pro pane tanks.  The stat ute
has said for years that a new sup plier tak ing over a cus tomer
must no tify the pre vious sup plier bef ore dis con nect ing the tank. 
The North Caro lina Pro pane Gas 

As so cia tion re quested through a state leg is la tor that the no -
tice be re quired to be in writ ing.  Work ing with the NCPGA,
Rich ard helped de vel oped the word ing for a tem po rary rule and
the Board of Ag ri cul ture passed it in No vem ber with an ef fec -
tive date of Janu ary 1, 2003.   A sam ple form was then de vel -
oped for no ti fy ing the pre vious sup plier so that all of the
re quired in for ma tion would be pro vided.   Rich ard and his folks 
will work with this rule and see what changes may be needed
for the per ma nent ver sion.
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South Caro lina

Com mis sioner D. Les lie Tin dal, our Com mis sioner of Ag ri -
cul ture for the last 20 years, will leave of fice on Janu ary 15,
2003.  Com mis sioner Tin dal has served five terms as South
Caro li na’s Com mis sioner of Ag ri cul ture and chose not to seek
re- election to an other term.  State Rep re sen ta tive Char les R.
Sharpe was elected in No vem ber to be our new Com mis sioner.
Commissioner- Elect Sharpe has served in the State House of
Rep re sen ta tives for the last 18 years and as Chair man of the
House Ag ri cul ture, Natu ral Re sources and En vi ron men tal Af -
fairs Com mit tee for the last sev eral years.

Budget re duc tions still are a ma jor con cern in South Caro -
lina.  In or der to meet our cur rent budget that be gan July 1,
2002, the De part ment of fered in cen tives for per son nel to re tire
and/or re sign their po si tions.  Due to those in cen tives the Con -
sumer Serv ices Di vi sion lost eight em ploy ees in Sep tem ber.
The Di vi sion has lost eleven em ploy ees since Janu ary 1, 2002
and, at this time, has eight va cant po si tions in its Weights and
Meas ure Pro gram.  Be cause tax reve nues con tin ued to be less
than pro jected, state agency budg ets were again re duced in De -
cem ber.  Across the board cuts of 4.5 per cent were or dered and
an other 0.5 per cent must be held in re serve.  Hope fully, this lat -
est round of budget cuts can be weath ered with out fur ther re -
duc tions in per son nel.  With our pro gram al most en tirely
funded by gen eral tax reve nue, these budget re duc tions have
had a sig nifi cant im pact on our pro gram and the number of in -
spec tions that can be ac com plished.  This time of eco nomic
slow down has been and con tin ues to be a chal lenge for many
of us in weights and meas ures.

TENNESSEE

Where did 2002 go?  It seems like only yes ter day that we
were be gin ning 2002!  Governor- Elect, Phil Bre de sen, re cently 
ap pointed Ken Giv ens as Com mis sioner of Ag ri cul ture ef fec -
tive Janu ary 18, 2003.  Mr. Giv ens served in the Ten nes see
Gen eral As sem bly for four teen (14) years un til his re tire ment
from this body in No vem ber 2002.  He most re cently served as
the House Ag ri cul ture Com mit tee Chair man.

We have re cently hired sev eral Weights and Meas ures In -
spec tors.  Mr. Johnny Rodg ers joined our staff sev eral months
ago as a large scale in spec tor.  Mr. Joe Fort ner re cently joined
our staff as a LPG/Fuel Me ter In spec tor and hope fully an other
LPG/Fuel Me ter In spec tor will be hired in the near fu ture.  We
are all glad to fi nally be fully staffed and look for ward to work -
ing with these new em ploy ees.

 As was men tioned in our last ar ti cle in the SWMA News let -
ter, we be gan charg ing fees for com mer cial weigh ing and meas -
ur ing de vices along with me trol ogy serv ices ef fec tive July l,
2002.  For the most part, this has gone rela tively smooth with a
few iso lated prob lems.  There have been a few nega tive com -
ments but when the ra tion ale was ex plained to the in di vidu als,
most eve ry one un der stood and ac cepted the pro gram.

Our State Me trolo gist, Tom Smith, has been very busy with
the usual re quests for cali bra tion serv ices along with pre par ing
the nu mer ous docu ments for sub mis sion to NIST for an nual
trace abil ity.  Tom has also been in volved in the Round Robin
Pro gram for SEMAP along with de vel op ing speci fi ca tions for
new labo ra tory and field equip ment be ing pur chased.

Bob Wil liams, Randy Jen nings and Ed Cole man have been
work ing with our De part ment of Per son nel in re writ ing job
speci fi ca tions for the Weights and Meas ures In spec tor se ries
due to a re clas si fi ca tion ef fec tive last year.  Also, Bob and
Randy have had ini tial in ter views with the state’s Per form ance
Audi tors who are re view ing many of the De part ment’s regu la -
tory pro grams.

Bob Wil liams and Randy Jen nings have been ap proved for
travel to the in terim Meet ing in Janu ary of the Na tional Con fer -
ence on Weights and Meas ures.  There will be a number of im -
por tant and timely mat ters dis cussed dur ing this meet ing.

Rich ard’s pres en ta tion to the Pro fes sional En gi neers of
North Caro lina, re ported on in the last up date, was very well re -
ceived and ap pre ci ated.  The pres en ta tion dealt with the re -
quire ments of the al ter na tive to the fire safety analy sis (FSA)
re quired for bulk pro pane stor age.  This group sent a let ter
thank ing him for his time and ef forts.  

All for now but we hope that all in the South ern had a Merry
Christ mas and Happy New Year.   

SWMA News let ter

1904 Mis sion Road

Bir ming ham, AL 35216




