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JU RIS DIC TIONAL NEWS

URGENT!

Please be ad vised that if you have not re newed your
SWMA mem ber ship this will be your last news let ter.  To
pre vent miss ing any im por tant SWMA in for ma tion,
please send your $25.00 and a mem ber ship new/re newal
form to: N. David Smith, SWMA Secretary- Treasurer,
NC De part ment of Ag ri cul ture & Con sumer Serv ices,
1001 Mail Serv ice Cen ter, Ral eigh, NC 27699-1001.
Mem ber ship form can be ac cessed from the SWMA web
site (www.swma.org).  If you have ques tions re gard ing
your mem ber ship, please con tact Mrs. Dale Driver at
919-733-2113 ext. 222.  We hope to hear from you soon.

GEORGIA

Dur ing the shop ping sea son our small scale in spec tors have
been con duct ing price veri fi ca tions in some of the re tail es tab -
lish ments to en sure that the con sumer is get ting the right prices
on their mer chan dise, as well as the busi nesses we check are not 
los ing money from in ac cu rate prices.  We are hope ful some of
this up turn in the lo cal econ omy will fuel the up swing in the
reve nue that comes into Geor gia.  Our budget has been tight and 
will con tinue un til the state reve nues pick up.  We cur rently
have two Re tail Fuel In spec tor po si tions that are un filled. 

Our state has just fin ished cer ti fy ing some food grade me ters
to dis pense cook ing oil to vari ous res tau rants around the metro
At lanta area.  Our state metro gist Rich ard Lewis and field su -
per vi sor Chuck Royal were on hand to wit ness the tests be ing
done.

We would like to con gratu late Rai ford Smith on his re tire -
ment from the state.  Rai ford was a re tail fuel in spec tor with
Fuel and Meas ures for over 3 years and worked with the State
for over 10 years.  We wish him the best in his re tire ment years.

Our fuel in spec tors and Fuel Lab have been busy fin ish ing up 
the EPD sam pling around the metro At lanta coun ties for the
year.  We will be look ing for ward to start ing up again in May
2004.  

We will be send ing four of our Cali bra tion in spec tors to a
semi nar in Nash ville, Ten nes see for a two day train ing ex er cise
with in spec tors from sur round ing states to bet ter serve con -
sumer and busi nesses alike.

MARYLAND

• On De cem ber 12, 2003, we had a staff meet ing at our fa cil ity
in An na po lis.   Pres en ta tions were given to the staff by Chief
Lou Straub, and Pro gram Man ag ers Will Wotthlie and Bob
Eaves, Cer tifi cates of Ap pre cia tion were given to In spec tors
John Bar ton, Rick Bris tow, Chuck Cole man, Bob Fisher, and
Mike Frailer for in spect ing the high est number of de vices
and/or hav ing the high est over all pro duc tion rat ing dur ing the
last six monthly pe ri ods.  An award “day off” was given to
In spec tor Chuck Cole man for hav ing the high est over all
pro duc tion dur ing the last six month pe ri od and In spec tor
Mile Frailer, who in spected the high est number of de vices
dur ing the last six month pe ri od.  Mary land De part ment of
Ag ri cul ture Sec re tary Lewis R. Riley and re cently re tired
Pro gram Man ager Dick Shock ley joined our staff for lunch.

• On Oc to ber 1, 2003, regu la tions be came ef fec tive which gave
us the author ity to vol un tar ily reg is ter in di vidu als and
agen cies in volved in the in stal la tion, serv ice, re pair, and
re con di tion ing of com mer cial weigh ing and meas ur ing
de vices in Mary land.  We started ac cept ing reg is tra tions in
late No vem ber and cur rently have 14 com pa nies and 59
tech ni cians reg is tered.  Reg is tered com pa nies and tech ni cians
will now be al lowed to place com mer cial de vices into serv ice
prior to an of fi cial in spec tion by our of fice.  The regu la tions
also re quire that tech ni cians pass a writ ten test.  We plan to
hold our first test ing ses sion early in 2004.  There is a
pro vi sion in the regu la tion that al lows us to ac cept “other“
tests passed by a tech ni cian.  These tests may be in dus try tests
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or those ad min is tered by an other state.  We have also
sched uled a train ing ses sion and test date at the spring ISWM
Po to mac Di vi sion meet ing in Ocean City, MD on April 16,
2004.  The bi en nial reg is tra tion fee is $200.00 for the agency
and $50.00 for a tech ni cian.

• The Mary land Leg is la tive ses sion will be gin on Janu ary 14,
2004.  The Weights and Meas ures Sec tion has a bill,
in tro duced through the Gov er nor’s Of fice, to in crease some of 
our de vice reg is tra tion fees.  We be gan as sess ing reg is tra tion
fees in 1992; how ever, we have been un suc cess ful in
in creas ing any fees in pre vious years.  SB (Sen ate Bill) 54
which will be heard on Janu ary 20, 2004 in creases about half
of the ex ist ing fees and in tro duces a new fee for a Point of Sale 
sys tem.  The pro posed POS fee will be $75 per lo ca tion.  All
fees were cal cu lated on in spec tor time and test equip ment
nec es sary to con duct the in spec tions.  New “gen eral funds”
for our sec tion were not an op tion be cause of the State’s fis cal
con di tion.

Re cent Civil Pen al ties and Court Ac tivi ties

• On No vem ber 12, 2003, we re ceived $2,000.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed against Pre- Mix In dus tries, Inc., Clin ton,
MD.  The civil pen alty was as sessed due to short- weight
vio la tions found dur ing rou tine pack age in spec tions
pre formed at the plant.

NORTH CAROLINA

The North Caro lina De part ment of Ag ri cul ture has com -
pleted the fourth quar ter of 2003 and con tin ues to be con cerned
about the state’s budget pic ture.  Some re ports in di cate the
econ omy is do ing bet ter and that tax reve nues are up for the
2004-05 budget.  A month or so back, defi cit pro jec tions were
in the $500 mil lion to $1 bil lion range.  The de part ment is
some what hold ing our col lec tive breath to see how the Janu ary
re ceipts come in.  Dur ing this year’s short ses sion of the Gen -
eral As sem bly, no new leg is la tion is pre sented.  The ses sion
pri mar ily deals with over all budget ad just ments for 2004-05
that re late to tax reve nue in come and gov ern ment ex pen di tures.

On a very posi tive note, the Gov er nor ap pointed NCDA&CS 
In terim Com mis sioner, Britt Cobb to Com mis sioner dur ing the
sec ond week in De cem ber.  In re mov ing the In terim part of the
ti tle, the Gov er nor has ap pointed Com mis sion Cobb to com -
plete the re main ing term of the former Com mis sioner.  Com -
mis sioner Cobb has an nounced that he plans to run for
Com mis sioner of Ag ri cul ture dur ing state wide elec tions with
vot ing in No vem ber of this year.  Since an other can di date has
also an nounced on the Demo cratic ticket, there will be a Demo -
cratic pri mary in May.  

On the na tional scene, the de part ment is watch ing the situa -
tion in Wash ing ton State, con cern ing the out break of BSE
(Mad Cow), very closely.  While the Stan dards Di vi sion is not
di rectly in volved in moni tor ing this situa tion, the di vi sion
would go into a sup port mode should the State Vet eri nar ian de -
clare an emer gency.   

The Meas ure ment Sec tion is glad to have Frank Wood re turn 
to our in spec tion staff.  Frank is re turn ing as a Stan dards I,

G&O In spec tor af ter a two- year stint with the pri vate sec tor.
We are now al most fully staffed with the ex cep tions of Ar lene
Snow who is re turn ing on a part- time ba sis af ter back sur gery,
Ray Winslow who is out due to a se ri ous ve hi cle ac ci dent, and
one va cant po si tion.  All three Weights and Meas ures Area Su -
per vi sor po si tions are now filled.  Our re duced in spec tion staff
has done a great job in hav ing vis ited over 16,000 lo ca tions and
tested or in spected al most 2.5 mil lion meas ur ing de vices or
pack ages this past year.  They have also com pleted 870 com -
plaints or spe cial re quests.  With our staff more com plete we
should do an even a bet ter job in 2004.

As an up date on Ron Mur dock, he suf fered a stoke dur ing the 
sec ond week in De cem ber.  He is now out of the hos pi tal and
rest ing at a re ha bili ta tion cen ter.  The name and ad dress of the
cen ter has been in cluded for those that know Ron and would
like to send a card or give him a call.   

Blue Ridge Health Care Cen ter

3830 Blue Ridge Road

Ral eigh NC  27612

Phone 919-420-5097

The Mo tor Fu els Lab has ex pe ri enced some per son nel
changes this quar ter.  Car roll Rogers was pro moted to Field Su -
per vi sor in Oc to ber.  Car roll has been a field chem ist for 21
years and is tak ing over for Ken El li ott who re tired in May.
Larry McLaugh lin re tired in No vem ber af ter spend ing over 35
years as the field chem ist for the Asheville area. Larry cov ered
17 coun ties in the moun tains of North Caro lina and it seemed
that he knew eve ry body in the busi ness at that end of the state.
Doug Cox, Lab Su per vi sor, re tired in De cem ber with over 35
years of serv ice.  Doug was a field chem ist and later be came our 
first field su per vi sor.  He had been Lab Su per vi sor for the last 3
years.

We are in the mid dle of a ma jor en gine oil re call.  Coastal
5W30 sold at Auto Zone stores and Ad vance Auto 5W30 sold at
Ad vance Auto Parts stores across the state failed cold crank
speci fi ca tions.  Both brands tested as 10W30 oil and are bot tled
by Coastal Uni lube of Mem phis, TN.  Based on the re sults of
our test ing, Coastal Uni lube vol un tar ily re called both brands
and no ti fied the two store chains.  The di vi sion and de part ment
is sued a press re lease at the end of De cem ber 2003.

Con cern ing the LP- Gas In spec tion pro gram, some good
train ing is be ing con ducted later in Janu ary of 04.  The three
truck in spec tors, who also per form me ter cali bra tions, will soon 
take part in a train ing ses sion hosted by the State of Ten nes see
and sev eral me ter manu fac tur ers.  The truck in spec tors re ceive
in for ma tion oc ca sion ally from manu fac tur ers on new elec -
tronic reg is ters and how to cali brate these de vices.  The train ing 
and up date in Nash ville, dur ing the last week of Janu ary, will be 
more in- depth and one on one with the manu fac tur ers.  

Our LP- Gas En gi neer, Rich ard Fre den burg, trav eled to Vir -
ginia to speak about pro pane bulk plant safety to a town board
meet ing where ap proval for a new bulk plant was be ing con sid -
ered.  As it turned out, the site was re jected be cause the town
hall com plex was within the evacua tion zone if some thing ma -
jor hap pened.
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The LP- Gas sec tion is for tu nate that it has re mained fully
staffed dur ing this last quar ter.  It has been a few years, due to
budget and per son nel turn overs, since this has been the case.
The new est in spec tors are learn ing their du ties well and are a
good as set for the sec tion.  

Of sig nifi cance to those who use NFPA 58 to do LP- Gas in -
spec tions, the new edi tion will be com ing out in the spring of
2004.  The pro pos als are not earth shak ing, ex cept that the code
will be com pletely re or gan ized.  This is in keep ing with NFPA
guide lines on style and con tent.  Eve ry one that re lies on this
pub li ca tion will have the op por tu nity to learn how to find the
sec tions that are moved.  Hope fully, some of the steps the com -
mit tee took to help or gan ize the code will make it eas ier to find
de sired in for ma tion.  North Caro lina is one of very few states,
maybe the only one, that adopt the lat est edi tion of NFPA 58 by
ref er ence in the North Caro lina LP- Gas Regu la tions.

The sec tion con tin ues to add state ad min is tra tors to the list of 
those re spon si ble for LP- Gas rules en force ment.  About half of
the states are rep re sented on the list.  That does not nec es sar ily
in di cate the en force ment ac tiv ity hap pen ing around the coun -
try.  If any one would like to en sure their state is on the list,
please send his/her name and e- mail ad dress to the di vi sion’s
LP- Gas En gi neer, Rich ard Fre den burg at rich ard.fre den -
burg@ncmail.net.  This group tries to share in for ma tion, con -
cerns, and ques tions com mon to many LP- Gas en force ment
de part ments.

The re port from the Grain Mois ture sec tion con cerns a
change that is in pro cess of be ing im ple mented be gin ning on
Janu ary 1, 2004.  The sec tion will be gin to test Na tional Type
Evalua tion Pro gram (NTEP) grain mois ture me ters for test
weight per bushel ac cu racy.  Pre vi ously, in spec tors have only
al lowed me ters with test weight meas ure ment ca pa bil ity to be
used as a “screen” re gard ing com mer cial test weight of grain.
The me ters had the ca pa bil ity to de liver test weight at the same
time a mois ture test was per formed, but the re sult could not be
used com mer cially to de ter mine a price for the grain.  The new
2004 Hand book 44 re quire ments for NTEP- approved grain
mois ture me ters pro vide speci fi ca tions and tol er ances for the
com mer cial meas ure ment of test weight per bushel.  This will
be new ground for the grain mois ture pro gram and the grain
deal ers within the state.  The mois ture me ter in spec tors seem
anx ious to im ple ment this change as the sec tion feels it will be
use ful to the grain in dus try and will per haps save them some
valu able time when mak ing grain meas ure ments.

Re ports from the Stan dards Labo ra tory are that eve ry one had 
a happy and rest ful holi day sea son.  The lab has fin ished up a
very busy year.  A rec ord number of weights, 21,439, were
tested dur ing 2003 with over 500 com pa nies served dur ing the
year.  The lab is us ing the month of Janu ary to cali brate all of
the labo ra tory stan dards that will be used dur ing the up com ing
year.   There is also an on go ing 5- gallon test meas ure round
robin for SEMAP.  The lab is act ing as a pivot lab to help pin -
point and ana lyze any changes that oc cur in these stan dards.  

The lab hosted safety train ing in De cem ber, which dealt with 
hoist in spec tion.  Stan dards Di vi sion per son nel along with
folks from other di vi sions within the de part ment took ad van -
tage of this valu able safety train ing.  The train ing was re quired

to en sure com pli ance with the new OSHA hoist and crane
safety in spec tion re quire ments.  The di vi sion’s heavy scale in -
spec tors also par tici pated in this train ing.   Labo ra tory per son -
nel plan to take part in more ex ten sive hoist main te nance
train ing of fered by a NC hoist manu fac turer in March 2004.

The me trolo gists are be com ing more com fort able with large
vol ume (up to 100 gal lons) cali bra tions.  Changes ob served in
the lab’s 100- gallon stan dard, com par ing the lab's gra vimet ric
vol ume with the 5 year old NIST cali bra tion value co in cided
with the off set seen on the NIST 100- gallon prover round robin. 
The me trolo gists are find ing that ac cu rate wa ter tem pera ture
meas ure ment is even more criti cal to this pro cess than was once 
thought. 

In Feb ru ary the lab will con duct a cap tive dis place ment
prover (CDP) cali bra tion dem on stra tion and train ing pro gram
that is be ing co or di nated by NIST WMD.  This will be the sec -
ond time the Stan dards Lab has cali brated the same three prov -
ers and will pro vide evi dence for the re peat abil ity of the
pro cess, the ade quacy of lab’s un cer tainty, and the sta bil ity of
the CDP's them selves.  With this cali bra tion se ries, the lab
hopes to add CDP cali bra tion to the scope of ac credi ta tion.

The lab is also work ing to ward hir ing a new qual ity man ager
and hopes are that the po si tion will be filled soon.   

TENNESSEE

The staff of Ten nes see Weights and Meas ures hopes each of
you en joyed a very happy holi day sea son as 2003 ends.

Com mis sioner of Ag ri cul ture, Ken Giv ens, hosted our an -
nual Christ mas open house and serv ice award cere mony in mid
De cem ber.  Two of our Re gional Su per vi sors, James Thomp -
son and Rickey Free man, each re ceived their 30- year serv ice
award with sev eral other staff mem bers re ceiv ing serv ice
awards.  A spe cial thanks goes out to James and Rickey for their 
dedi ca tion and pro fes sion al ism over the years!

Our State Me trolo gist, Tho mas Smith, con tin ues to be on ac -
tive duty with the Ten nes see Air Guard.  We and Tom’s fam ily
are very happy that he con tin ues to be based in Nash ville and
has not been de ployed over seas.  How ever, in his ab sence, our
me trol ogy labo ra tory has all but shut down due to these cir cum -
stances.  Tom’s or ders call for a 1- year duty as sign ment; hope -
fully he will re turn to work with us in early spring 2004!

Randy Jen nings and Ed Cole man have been work ing to co or -
di nate a 2- day work shop, Janu ary 28 – 29, 2004 on bulk and
LPG me ters.  Rep re sen ta tives from sev eral me ter and reg is ter
manu fac tur ers will be as sist ing in the in struc tion of this class.
Sev eral states will be send ing per son nel and Randy re ports that
the class is full.

The agenda for the up com ing In terim NCWM ap pears to
have a var ied and busy ses sion for all those in at ten dance.
Hope fully, we will have some one in at ten dance for this meet -
ing.

Brian Payne will be join ing our staff in mid Janu ary as a
Weights and Meas ures In spec tor 2 in Mid dle Ten nes see.   Brian 
pre vi ously was em ployed with us as a large scale in spec tor
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SWMA News let ter

1904 Mis sion Road

Bir ming ham, AL 35216

prior to trans fer ring to the Ten nes see Wild life Re sources
Agency.  We all wel come Brian back.

We were re cently asked to sur vey to bacco ware houses and
buy ing sta tions across Ten nes see to de ter mine if they util ize
any type of mois ture me ter when pur chas ing to bacco.  We
found ap proxi mately one third of them did util ize these de vices. 
A sur vey of sev eral weights and meas ures ju ris dic tions in to -
bacco pro duc ing states sur round ing Ten nes see de ter mined that
none of these states, in clud ing Ten nes see, in spect these de -
vices.  A cou ple of states did in di cate that they wit nessed the
cali bra tion of these de vices prior to their use each year.  We,
like wise, wit nessed cali bra tion at 2 lo ca tions in Ten nes see this
year.  This may be some thing that we may need to take a look at
in the fu ture.

   

Con tact SWMA

The SWMA News let ter is pub lished quar terly.  
An nual dues are $25.  

Mem ber ship in quir ies should be di rected to:
   N. David Smith

   SWMA Secretary- Treasurer
   NC De part ment of Ag ri cul ture & Con sumer Serv ices

   1001 Mail Serv ice Cen ter
Ral eigh, NC 27699-1001 

   Phone: 919-733-2113   Fax:  919-733-0026
   E- Mail: David.Smith@NCMail.net    www.swma.org

News may be sub mit ted to:
   SWMA, Bill Brasher - News let ter Edi tor

   1904 Mis sion Road, Bir ming ham, AL 35216.
E- mail:  wdbrasher@mind spring.com

Smile

“Well- l-l, no won der you’re hav ing prob lems with your 
vi sion, you’ve got a twin kle in your eye.”




